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is easy, because there is very little work to do, and that is done
by a secretary or scribe, and, they being sworn people, one may
entirely rely upon them. A scribe has been created by God by
whom man has been created, and that opinion is foolish which
assumes that a scribe's soul is devoid of virtue. I believe there
is little difference between a man and a scribe, much less differ-
ence than between a scribe and any other creature.
If I were a great man and a small gentleman, I would, in my
constant attempt to be useful to my country and the world at
large, never become burdensome to anyone, and would put all
my reliance upon my worth and my deserts to my country; and
if I should find myself deceived in this, I should become insane
from so much patience, and should be a man who not only does
nothing, but even thinks nothing.
If I were a great man and a great gentleman, I would without
cessation think of the welfare of my country, of incitements to
virtue and dignity, the reward of merit, the suppression of vice
and lawlessness, the increase of learning, the cheapening of the
necessaries of life, the preservation of justice, the punishment for
taking bribes, for grasping, robbery and theft, the diminution
of lying, flattery, hypocrisy and drunkenness, the expulsion of
superstition, the abatement of unnecessary luxury, the limitation
of games at cards which rob people of their valuable time, the
education, the founding and maintenance of schools, the main-
tenance of a well-organised army, the scorn of rudeness, and
the eradication of parasitism.
But if I were a small man and a great gentleman, I would live
in great magnificence, for such magnificence is rarely to be
found in a great soul; but I will not say what else I would do.
SUMAROKOV.
By our general convictions, we are socialists and democrats.
We are convinced that only on socialistic grounds humanity can
become the embodiment of freedom, equality, fraternity, securing
for itself the general prosperity and the full and harmonious
development of man and social progress. We are convinced,
moreover, that only the Will of the Nation should give sanction to
any social institution, and the development of the nation may be
called sound only when independent and free, and when every
idea which is to receive practical application has previously